DR. BENES AT GENEVA                                ig

However that may be, Dr. Benes had no responsibility for
the drafting of the Covenant. But all the same he, as Foreign
Minister of his country, came to the first meeting of the
Assembly of the League which was held at Geneva in Novem-
ber 1920. It is often said that the League owed a debt of
gratitude to Sir Austen Chamberlain, who was the, first
British Foreign Minister who attended its meetings. That is
quite true. But it should not be forgotten that in this matter
the Government of the United Kingdom was following the lead
of Czechoslovakia. Had they always followed that lead in
subsequent years, world history would have been very different.

From this time forward, Dr. BeneS was a constant and
regular attendant at Geneva until he became President of the
Republic in 1935. He was always at the meetings of the
Assembly and whenever Czechoslovakia was a member of the
Council, he came to the meetings of that body. He sat on
several of the more important Committees, such as Briand's
European Commission and he served several times as Presi-
dent of the Council and once as President of the Assembly.
He made a practice of bringing with him to Geneva the chief
officials of his Foreign Office on the grounds that he could do
his official work more effectively there than at Prague. This
became increasingly true as the prestige of the League grew
and it became more and more the fashion for Foreign
Ministers and other great, wise and eminent personages to
represent their countries at the Geneva meetings. It was one
of the advantages of this practice that questions which might
have been the subject of endless interchanges of diplomatic
despatches and memoranda could be settled by a few minutes
conversation round a table in a Swiss Hotel.

Nevertheless, it was a common criticism that the League
proceedings were dilatory. No doubt where issues were
complicated and important, adequate and sometimes consider-
able time was taken in reaching the necessary decisions.
Moreover, after 1930, when the Western Great Powers began